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PRESS RELEASE
Wednesday, 21st December 2011
Orbital Extends its European Repertoire with Wicked
Orbital Sound adds the new Dutch production of the hit musical to its growing list of international credits.


A Dutch language version of Wicked premièred recently at the Circustheater in Scheveningen, representing the third foreign language production that sound designer Tony Meola and associate sound designer Kai Harada have embarked on – tackling a tricky venue in the round. This production of Wicked saw Orbital Sound adding the show to its sound credentials for the first time – supplying the a portion of the sound equipment for this spectacular musical production.
Associated Sound Designer Kai Harada commented:

“This is a really exciting production, with a very strong international cast that includes the original “green witch” from the German show – Willemijn Verkaik.  Although a fluent German speaker, Willemijn is Dutch and so the perfect choice to reprise her brilliant role as Elpheba – she is effectively coming home!  The Circustheater is a challenge – with a circular seating area, it presents a number of acoustic difficulties, but we are working closely with the theatre management to improve it while at the same time optimising our system to the challenges of the space.”  The sound design focuses on delivering a very natural sound, giving the illusion that the sound is coming from the performers on stage rather than via loudspeakers.   The show combines a blend of many different musical styles – mixing rock numbers, pop and ballads to create a contemporary musical against a 19th century background, performed by an orchestra of fourteen.  It has proved to be hugely successful with audiences around the world, and there appears to be huge enthusiasm for it here in the Netherlands as well.”  

This production of Wicked is being staged by Joop Van Den Ende Theatreproductions in association with Stage Entertainment and Wicked Worldwide. Stage Entertainment Holland’s Executive Producer Peter O’Keeffe commented on the production aspects:
“Wicked was a remarkably smooth production process for such a complex technical show and also a totally different undertaking compared with our other major show, Miss Saigon, which opened just over a month before this one. The most complex element was how to bring together a number of elements and make it all work – which is where Orbital did a great job.  Some of the equipment came over from Germany, complete with German labelling, the technical team comprised a mix of English and Dutch staff, and our sound designer, Tony Meola, is American.  It all came together extremely well, opening on 6th November.” 
The sound system for the Circustheater deploys Meyer Sound line array systems comprised of M1Ds and M2Ds, a Cadac J-Type Live Production Console, 40 Sennheiser SK-5012 and EM-3532 receivers, and a comprehensive selection of other Meyer Sound loudspeakers.  The sound system is processed via five Meyer Galileo processors; sound effects are played back via Akai samplers, and Lexicon processors are used for some of the other-worldly effects. Orbital provided much of the surround system - already in place for the previous show at the Circustheater, Mary Poppins, as well as the extensive Roland M48 Musicians Pit Monitoring system, some cabling infrastructure, and intercom/video equipment.  The balance of the equipment came from the Stage Entertainment Germany production of the show.

About Orbital Sound
Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets.  Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners. The company is ISO 9001 certified, reflecting the quality management systems in place throughout its departments.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide. Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging annual courses designed to help develop the skills of next-generation sound engineers.
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