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PRESS RELEASE
Tuesday, 28th April 2009
Full House for Orbital Sound's Training Week

Annual 4-Day course fully subscribed, as Orbital focuses on developing next-generation theatre sound skills

Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, reports that its annual Sound Fundamentals Training Course for theatre sound technicians was fully subscribed, with 24 students attending, from 14-17 April.  Now in its eighth year, the course was held at Orbital's purpose-built 225m2 seminar facility in Brixton, south London, presenting students with the full range of technical disciplines across show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking.

Tutored by Orbital's training manager Theo Holloway, the course is designed to combine theatre sound theory with extensive hands-on practice, as Theo explains:

"A technical career in theatre sound requires a broad range of skills, from understanding the specialist technologies to the interpersonal qualities required in a tightly-knit team environment.  This year has probably been the most successful course to date - we had a great bunch of enthusiastic students, who each knew what they wanted to get out of it.  They came from a wide range of backgrounds and colleges, bringing a high level of dedication to the week.  It was great to see their confidence levels rise as the course progressed, getting to grips with the technology and developing new skills.  There really are light-bulb moments when you can see the penny drop and it all making sense!"

The four-day course included specialist sessions on show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking, as well as dedicated application training from Yamaha and d&b audiotechnik.  The students were also given the chance to go behind the scenes at The Savoy Theatre and see the theory in action, meeting the sound team on the Carousel.  The No. 1 Operator Hannah Reymes-Cole gave them an insight into the sound system set-up and a backstage tour of the highly successful production, which has been running since the summer of 2008.

Orbital has demonstrated a long-standing commitment to training, as the basis for nurturing future generations of sound designers and technicians.  The Sound Fundamentals Training Course is complemented by a more advanced two-day course, held each autumn, and Orbital also runs additional courses in collaboration with equipment manufacturers, or in response to client-specific requests.  Managing Director Chris Headlam comments:

"Training is all about ensuring the future of theatre sound, and is something we are passionate about.  It is only by taking up the training challenge that responsible organisations can hope to maintain the degree of professionalism and good practice that is fundamental to top quality theatre sound.  When we established the training division more than eight years ago, we hoped that we would eventually meet some of our students in a professional capacity.  This ambition has been fulfilled many times over - it is amazing how many of them we now meet and work with on a regular basis."

About Orbital Sound
Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets. Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide. Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging annual courses designed to help develop the skills of next generation sound engineers. 
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