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PRESS RELEASE
Wednesday, 18th May 2011
Tango Tours with Orbital’s T

Orbital tours d&b audiotechnik T-Series on Midnight Tango, with sound design by Gareth Owen.
Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, reports on the success of the sound system supplied for the UK tour of dance spectacular Midnight Tango, which features Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacace, famed for their Tango routines on the BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing series.   With sound design by Gareth Owen, the show is employing a scalable system based on d&b audiotechnik T-Series loudspeakers, to cater for the tour’s broad spread of venue capacities and acoustics.   
Gareth Owen’s design challenge was twofold, involving creating a system that could handle the score’s huge dynamic range, while also delivering consistent results across the tour’s many venues.  These range from small, 600-seaters, up to theatres such as the Brighton Centre, one of the largest regional theatres in the UK, with over 4,000 seats. Gareth Owen commented:  “Midnight Tango is a very classy dance show, and depends as much on the score’s dynamic impact as it does on its impressive choreography.  I was interested in trying the T-series as a viable solution for the project, but was concerned that it might prove a bit too much of a compromise – perhaps not quite appropriate for the smallest venues, and not sufficiently capable of handling the largest theatres.  But that concern was unfounded, at both extremes – the results are astonishing!  

“The system is discreet enough for the small theatres, with plenty of coverage and power in hand for the biggest spaces on the tour, handling everything from the most precise detail of the quieter numbers to the shake-the-floor dramas – including a convincing thunderstorm – with equal success.  We keep the same basic system, and simply augment it with a few extra cabinets for the larger theatres.  With its overall flexibility, and consistency from venue to venue – in spite of the varied acoustics we’re encountering – the T-Series is proving an ideal solution.”

The main T-Series hangs are complemented by d&b audiotechnik’s T-SUBs, as well as a Q-SUB array, and Gareth is using a dual CSC3 sound-effects system with a total of 16 outputs.  The show’s 6-piece band are all using wireless in-ear monitoring, controlled by Aviom personal headphone mixers in the wings, with DPA mics on many of the instruments.  Gareth elected to use Shure’s UHF-R wireless system for the first time, with the UR1M Micro-Bodypack Transmitters on several instruments, as well as the hand-helds, commenting: “The noise floor, clarity and accuracy of these radios is impressive, and it’s really good to have such a well integrated result.  It’s reducing the number of cables on stage and, via the remote 

monitoring software, it’s easing the control task, as all the systems can be managed within one package.”

The tour’s sound design is using a mixture of Audio-Technica, Audix, Neumann and Shure microphones on the kit.   Microphones are also deployed on part of the set, as for one number the drummer leaves his kit, climbs the set and plays the bottles on the bar!    

Prior to shipping, the Midnight Tango system was prepped for some two weeks in Orbital’s warehouse, with the tech rehearsals at the tour’s opening venue – the 650-seat Jersey Opera House in Saint Helier – lasting a further two-week period.  After three nights in Jersey, the show moved to the 2,300-seat Mayflower Southampton, ensuring that the tour’s extremes of venue capacity had been tested within the first two dates.  Working alongside sound designer Gareth Owen on the tour are Head of Sound Andy Johnson, Sound No. 2 Will Jonkler, and Production Engineer Chris Mace.

About Orbital Sound
Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets.  Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners. The company is ISO 9001 certified, reflecting the quality management systems in place throughout its departments.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide. Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging annual courses designed to help develop the skills of next-generation sound engineers.
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