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PRESS RELEASE

Monday, 23rd March 2009
Orbital Sound Helps Theatres Go Green with Battery Recycling Scheme

Orbital makes the case for a responsible attitude to waste-battery disposal.

Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, has launched a novel collect-and-recycle scheme designed to encourage the responsible processing of used dry-cell batteries.  Aimed at touring theatre productions and West End shows, which consume large numbers of batteries to power radio microphones and other portable equipment, Orbital’s new service gives theatres an easy option for meeting their legal duty-of-care responsibilities for the safe disposal of all battery types. 

As part of the scheme, Orbital has designed a custom case specifically for the safe storage and transit of used batteries.  Tim Sherratt, technical director of Orbital, explained:

“We are all prioritising environmental concerns and, after canvassing opinion within many theatres, felt the timing for this service was absolutely right.  Recycling radio mic batteries might not seem too significant in the grand scheme of things but, if you extrapolate the average weekly consumption of a typical show across the whole UK theatre industry, it’s a hell of a lot of batteries!  A single musical equipped with 24 channels of radio mics can easily consume 200 – 400+ batteries per week.  We have focused on making the recycling process as easy as possible – for a nominal fee, clients get an empty recycling case, which they fill with their used batteries.  Three to five weeks later, we collect it and leave them another empty case – it really is as simple as that.  The used batteries are then stored at our facilities, pending their collection by Battery Back, one of the UK’s largest battery recycling agents.

“There is some confusion in the industry about which battery types should be recycled.  The facts are very simple – the legislation involves the safe storage, transport and disposal of all waste batteries, irrespective of their chemical composition, and all users are bound by this.  Our established relationship with Battery Back ensures that waste batteries of all types are recycled in accordance with government regulations.”

About Orbital Sound

Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets.  Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide.  Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging an annual course designed to help develop the skills of next generation sound engineers.  Now in its 8th year, the Sound Fundamentals Training Course is designed to expose students to the full scope of technical disciplines, with hands-on specialist sessions across show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking.  
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