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PRESS RELEASE

Thursday, 15th April 2010

Orbital’s “Sound Fundamentals” Training Week Hits a 9-Year High!

Annual 4-day training course runs to full capacity 
Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, ran the 9th Sound Fundamentals Training Course for theatre sound technicians last week, to a full house of 24 students.  Orbital’s training week is designed specifically to prepare theatre sound and more advanced technical theatre students for careers in the live entertainment industry, with the training held at the company’s dedicated seminar facility in Brixton, south London.  

Highlights of this year’s course included backstage tours at West End shows Chicago and Grease, giving the students the opportunity to see the theory in action and get a first-hand insight into the sound behind a successful show.  The students were able to quiz the operators on the day-to-day challenges of running a West-End sound department, and picked up invaluable tips for giving their careers in sound a kick-start. The course’s focus is on presenting students with the full range of technical disciplines, with individual modules on show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking, complemented by application training from both Yamaha Commercial Audio and d&b audiotechnik.

Orbital's training manager, Theo Holloway, was again impressed at the commitment and enthusiasm shown by this year’s students, commenting:

“Theatre sound is a challenging discipline, requiring an intricate mix of skills if you are going to make a successful career in the business.  Our aim is to help students get to grips with the technical complexities, concentrating on making sense of the theory by putting it into practice.   Once again, the standard and enthusiasm of the students was very encouraging, and I’m sure we’ll see many of them working with us in the future.
Over the past 8 years, Orbital has trained more than  200 students, many of whom have gone on to stellar careers in the business.  Orbital’s original concept behind establishing regular, accessible training in 2001 was to combat the continuing shortage of well-trained theatre sound talent.  Nine years on, Orbital currently runs six courses a year, catering for a wide cross-section of skills and specific technical requirements.
About Orbital Sound
Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets. Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide. Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging annual courses designed to help develop the skills of next generation sound engineers. 
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