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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday, 10th June 2009
Compliance with Noise at Work Legislation

Orbital Sound Highlights the Issues at the ABTT Show

Orbital Sound provides expert insight into the issues, aiming to raise the theatre industry’s awareness of Noise at Work legislation

Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, is providing expert guidance to attendees at the 2009 ABTT Theatre Show on the issues surrounding Noise at Work compliance, as the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) show signs of getting tough on non-compliance.  With West End productions, tours and even pantomimes all falling under the legislation, Orbital Sound's emphasis is on providing accurate information on the issues and the steps required to ensure compliance - via its specialist Noise at Work risk assessment service.  

Orbital Sound has been working closely with industry bodies, such as PLASA, to raise awareness of The Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005 Act, following the expiry of the two-year period of grace extended to the entertainment industry by the HSE.  PLASA’s Technical Resources Manager, Ron Bonner, elaborates:

"The entertainment industry has to start taking the requirements of the Control of Noise at Work Regulations seriously. It is only a matter of time before Noise in entertainment is seen as a high priority by the regulating authorities and unless there is a better understanding and a proactive move to meet those requirements, the first prosecutions will undoubtedly follow. The cost implication of any subsequent action is extremely high, but even higher to those that suffer noise-induced hearing problems as a direct result of your failure to protect them."

Working with a wide cross-section of theatre companies, concert promoters and live performance venues across the UK, Orbital Sound has conducted numerous risk assessments, assisting production management to address breaches and help protect staff, casts, musicians and contractors from over-exposure to high noise levels.  During the ABTT Theatre Show, Orbital Sound's risk assessment team, headed up by Technical Director Tim Sherratt, will be on hand to answer delegates' questions, as Tim explains:

"We have put together ten of the most common questions we get asked, as a good way of understanding whether you are affected and need to conduct a Noise at Work risk assessment.  The danger of not taking this seriously cannot be stressed enough - the HSE has the power to halt a production if it believes the Act is not being complied with, and a venue could lose its entertainment licence.  The penalties are eye-watering, versus the cost of ensuring compliance from the outset.  We are here to help explain what is involved, and who is affected - on the basis that the faster the entertainment industry gets to grips with the Noise at Work Regulations, the less cause there will be for the HSE to make good its threat to come down heavily on us.  Our fate is in our own hands!"

About Orbital Sound

Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets.  Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide.  Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging an annual course designed to help develop the skills of next generation sound engineers.  Now in its 8th year, the Sound Fundamentals Training Course is designed to expose students to the full scope of technical disciplines, with hands-on specialist sessions across show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking.  

- ends -

For further information, please contact:

Georgina Garrett/Simon Axford Jones 

Garrett Axford Ltd


Tel:     +44 (0)1903 854900

Fax:    +44 (0)1903 854901

mail@garrett-axford.co.uk
www.garrett-axford.co.uk
Tim Sherratt, Technical Director

Orbital Sound Ltd

Tel: +44 (0)20 7501 6868

Fax: +44 (0)20 7501 6869
tim.sherratt@orbitalsound.co.uk
www.orbitalsound.co.uk
