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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday, 11th March 2009
Orbital Sound Takes d&b audiotechnik's T-Series out in Triplicate

T-Series makes its UK debut on three major productions after Orbital invests in 100+ units

Orbital Sound, the leading sound and communication systems specialist for the theatre, event and broadcast markets, is putting its investment in the brand new d&b audiotechnik T-Series loudspeaker system straight to work during March.  The T-Series is out on the road with three diverse productions, demonstrating the product's configuration flexibility and versatility both as a compact line array or a standalone point source system.  

Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob Squarepants Live! is kicking off a UK tour at the HMV Hammersmith Apollo, with two hangs of twenty T10 cabinets apiece, configured as a conventional line array solution, complemented by 3 T-SUBs and a single B2 on each side. The all-new UK tour of the hit musical Chicago, with sound design by Rick Clarke, opened in Bradford on 9th March, with a 40-cabinet system designed to accommodate the wide cross-section of venues and requirements.  In London, the Flamenco Festival – running from 14-29 March at Sadler's Wells – is deploying a total of 16 T10 cabinets and T-SUBs, configured as a mixture of vertical point-source standalone cabinets and horizontal mini line-array groups.  

For Orbital Sound's rental portfolio, the T-Series represents a breakthrough design, as MD Chris Headlam explains:

"The T-Series is quite simply a revolutionary concept.  It represents a single box with multiple applications, giving us an unprecedented range of options from the one system.  The design pedigree is impeccable – it is an incredibly advanced system sonically, combined with a unique degree of configurability that makes it an ideal tool for a rental company looking to contain and reduce the number of items held in its inventory.   We have made a significant investment in the T-Series because of this, recognising its potential for both theatre touring and conference applications.

"The Chicago tour is a great example - we are trucking 40 cabinets around the country, configuring the system on a mix-and-match basis depending on each venue's requirements.  It makes it considerably more cost-effective from a production perspective, while ensuring that there are no compromises in terms of the system performance.  For conferences, its compact and lightweight design – weighing in at only 11kg – makes it feasible to provide a fully-fledged PA solution on a small van, needing just a single rigger.  The possibilities are endless.  For us, the T-Series is a breakthrough – it is a product that reflects some clever thinking by some very clever people at d&b."

About the T-Series

The T-Series is intentionally designed to address an extremely wide range of small to medium sized applications, from multiple cabinet line arrays through to single standalone loudspeakers for deployment in locations sharing the same fundamental requirements, to achieve precise control of directivity and maintain this to the lowest possible frequency. d&b audiotechnik has used a combination of techniques to achieve this –- including dipolar low frequency driver arrangements, low compression venting with high excursion drivers and a unique combination of a rotatable waveguide horn and acoustic lens. The T-Series is designed to combine an unobtrusive visual design, with compact dimensions, light weight, high power and exemplary directivity performance.


The T10 cabinet (470/18.5 x 197/7.8 x 300/11.8 mm/inch) is a passive 2-way design that houses 2 x 6.5" drivers, and a 1.4" exit HF compression driver.  It can be used either as a compact component in a multiple cabinet line array or, by rotating the horn, as a high-directivity point source loudspeaker. The HF driver is fitted to a unique waveguide horn, producing vertical line source directivity with a 90° horizontal pattern that is maintained down to approximately 600Hz. An acoustic lens placed in front of the horn widens horizontal dispersion to 105°.  By rotating the horn by 90°, it produces an accurate point source dispersion that transforms a vertically-oriented T10 into a stand-alone full range loudspeaker, with 90° horizontal and 35° vertical directivity pattern. This is ideal for deployment in locations requiring precise control of directivity. The horn can easily be rotated from outside the loudspeaker without tools or removing the front grill. This is achieved through apertures in the cabinet sides that allow rotation to both the line and point source positions. The two 6.5" neodymium LF drivers are positioned in a dipolar arrangement, providing exceptional dispersion control even at lower frequencies.


The T-SUB shares the same width and integrated rigging fittings as the T10 and can either be flown at the top of a T10 array, in a separate column, or it can also be ground-stacked. It is used to increase the low frequency headroom and extend the bandwidth of a T10 column down to 47Hz. The bass-reflex design utilises a high-excursion 15" driver with a neodymium magnet assembly and employs d&b SenseDrive technology when driven by the D12 amplifier. 
The d&b D6 and D12 dual-channel amplifiers provide two different power ranges, and incorporate d&b loudspeaker-specific configuration information, including the T-Series loudspeakers, as well as analogue and digital signal inputs and links. 

About Orbital Sound

Orbital Sound is a leading supplier of high quality sound and communication systems, providing products, systems and design solutions for the broadcast, theatre, event and entertainment markets.  Based in the UK, Orbital Sound supplies professional audio solutions for sale or rental to clients worldwide, with outstanding levels of technical support from its in-house resources and network of overseas business partners.

Orbital's Rental Desk supports any sound systems requirement, with a long-established reputation in the theatre industry, supplying all sectors from London's highest-profile musical productions to amateur companies nationwide.  Professional Audio Sales supplies a comprehensive portfolio of high quality audio and communications equipment to consultants, installers and end users, while Orbital’s dedicated Event Communications division caters for the most demanding communication requirements across all levels of a production team – integrating stage management, site security, blue light services and broadcasting facilities.

Orbital is also a long-standing champion of technical training, staging an annual course designed to help develop the skills of next generation sound engineers.  Now in its 8th year, the Sound Fundamentals Training Course is designed to expose students to the full scope of technical disciplines, with hands-on specialist sessions across show control, radio microphones, video, communications and networking.  
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